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In Pakistan a fifteen year old girl was on a bus going to school, a school run by her dad, when men entered the back of a truck which had benches built into the truck. The gunmen asked who Malala was and then opened fire on her, shooting her in the head and neck at close range. She has been whisked out of the country and reports indicate that she is in Great Britain, receiving medical treatment. Today there is a report that she was standing up, but has no memory of what happened. We do not know what type of recovery she will have.

Why did a group of men target this young girl? She spoke out for education. Many girls do not go to school fearing that their families are concerned about their abandonment of traditional values, including a patriarchal system which allow the girls to be married at a young age, or out fear of being accused of a crime when they are the victims of a crime against them.

I admit that in recent years I have not been very sympathetic towards Pakistan with its secret military police, its openly granting asylum to Osama Bin Laden, and the killing of Wall Street Journal writer, Daniel Pearl, in an act of brutal terror. Pakistan is hostile towards Israel, and I am not sure that I would recommend visiting Pakistan. It is also a haven for the terrorist group responsible for the murders and chaos in the Taj Mahal Palace and Tower Hotel in Mumbai India, and seven other sites including the senseless targeting of a Chabad rabbi and his family in India, which has no history of anti-semitism.

The case of Malala has made me think that we cannot just ignore the Taliban in Pakistan or Afghanistan. This girl, her plight as well as her advocacy have made me rethink that we need to reach out to Pakistan and help them for the sake of all children. The girls in her class and school admit they are afraid to go to school for fear of attack.

On October 12 after she was shot, a large group of Muslim Clerics issued a fatwa, an order to kill those who attempted to murder this girl and her father, Ziauddin.

The name Malala means ‘Grief stricken’ and is after a poet and warrior. This young girl at first wished to be a doctor, but recently said she wished to be the leader of Pakistan so she could bring education to all Pakistani girls. Girls at their school were stopped from writing diaries for fear of retaliation. These girls cannot watch TV, listen to music, go to school, or shop. Essentially they are banned from public view, both literally, and should they go out, have to be covered up except for their eyes.

Malala created a blog under the name Corn Flower (Gul Makai). During recent wars in the area she wrote about the school shutting down. The Taliban has already blown up more than one hundred girl schools. To obscure that they were in school, the girls wore home dresses to school instead of uniforms.

In her Blog she criticizes the Military for not protecting the schools until after they have been blown up.

One of her brothers who is five years old was digging in the ground as a kind of play, and when asked what he was doing he said he was digging a grave. This is part of the war torn region they live in. Yet, Malala refused to abide by the dress code which made it difficult to walk.

Recently, when they were allowed to go to school they still had to wear Burqas.

She wrote in her Blog:

O God bring peace to Swat and if not then bring either the US or China here.—Malala Yousafzai, quoting her younger brother, 3 March 2009

In March 2009 President Zadari signed legislation which brought strict 

Sharia Law so that women would not be allowed to go to their jobs or markets.

Eventually, Malala’s father received a threat, so she decided to become a politician. She wrote:

“I have a new dream...I must be a politician to save this country. There are so many crises in our country. I want to remove these crises.”

She pleaded with the US Ambassador for the US to help them with Education. She indicated that her purpose was to serve humanity. She feels that Education is a basic right.

Pakistan clearly is a complex place, yet, we must hear the voice of this young girl and rethink our attitudes towards Pakistan. There must be a way to bring light to this country living in the darkest of times when someone would target a young girl, one of the best young girls, whose wish is to lead her people out of darkness. It may be too late for Malala, but its not too late for Pakistan to destroy the beast which attacks young girls and women within its own country.

There should be no cover for the Taliban or anyone that supports it. The world should demand Education as a basic human right. With education, there is hope that someday a new Pakistan will emerge, with the recognition that slavery and subjugation of women must end. 

Universal rights for women should be a ‘given’, and we must help Pakistan move closer to human rights for the sake of the millions of women living in fear that they will be attacked if they choose education.

Shabbat Shalom!

